


Sinsheimer
Lauded For
Outstanding
Educational
Advocacy

Saying that “at PFCR, we are in the
business of not only advocacy and

COPAA Vice Chair Catherine Merino
Reisman presents Warren Sinsheimer
with 2010 Diane Lipton Award

legal representation, but we also give
our clients hope,” PFCR president and founder Warren Sinsheimer
received the 2010 Diane Lipton Award for Outstanding Educational
Advocacy at the Council of Parent Attorneys and Advocates’ (COPAA)
annual meeting in St. Louis on March 13th. The Diane Lipton Award,
given to an individual who has made a particularly outstanding contri-
bution to protecting the educational and civil rights of children with
disabilities, is the highest honor that is bestowed by the 1100-member
COPAA, whose mission is to secure high quality educational services
for children with disabilities.

In his acceptance speech, which was followed by a standing ovation,
Sinsheimer remarked that he could think of no better way of closing the
achievement gap than by advocating for the right to a Free
Appropriate Public Education for low-income children with special
needs. He ended with a challenge to his audience: “If | can start a
non-profit organization at age 73 that now helps 1000 children each
year to look forward to a productive and independent adulthood, | bet
there are many of you who can do the same thing in your communi-
ties, or you may know of people who can help you in this quest. |
stand ready to help you start an organization just as | did 10 years
ago, fo make your own communities a better place, child by child!”

PFCR's loss was the Obama Administration’s
gain, as longtime PFCR board member
Christopher Meade resigned his directorship
last month, as required, to serve as Principal
Deputy General Counsel in the U.S.
Department of Treasury. Stating that “almost
everything that goes to the [Treasury] Secretary goes through the legal
department,” Meade will hold sway over matters ranging from domes-
tic finance to regulatory reform.

Christopher Meade

Influencing national policy is hardly new for Mr. Meade. Formerly a
partner at Wilmer Hale focusing on litigation, he has argued before the
U.S. Supreme Court four times over the past three terms, garnering him
an elite reputation among his colleagues as one of the youngest attor-
neys, at age 41, to have argued as many cases as he has before the
highest court in the land. A graduate of NYU Law School, where he
was Editor-in-Chief of the Law Review, Meade was the first recipient of
the Sinsheimer Service Scholarship, an annual scholarship created in

Third Sinsheimer Fellow Selected

When Scott Hechinger becomes
PFCR’s third Sinsheimer Children’s
Rights Fellow this fall, he'll be fulfilling
a longtime goal of “giving a voice to
people who have less of an opportu-
nity to speak” as he advocates for
special needs children to receive a
free appropriate public education.

A magna cum laude graduate of Duke
University, Hechinger began his career
on Capitol Hill but, frustrated with the
post-Hurricane Katrina inertia, he moved quickly to the social
action arena: “| felt the need to be in the front lines, giving
back to causes | believed in,” he said with conviction. Having
founded and directed a multicity social action network to
create events for young adults that would be social in nature
while raising money for charitable causes, he realized that law
school would put him in “the best position to help those less
fortunate,” and he is now completing his third year at NYU
School of Law.

Scott Hechinger

Despite an intense workload, Hechinger has tackled issues
ranging from international humanitarian law to juvenile justice
(his thesis targets mandatory life-without-parole sentences for
juvenile offenders) while finding time to edit a public policy
journal and remain in the top ten percent of his class. “I see
the Sinsheimer Fellowship as a convergence of two important
issues — public education and direct representation — and |
relish the fact that I'll be in a position fo listen and learn from
individuals who deserve the best and to help them,” he
concluded passionately, leaving little doubt that he will be a
valuable asset to PFCR in the year ahead.

Former PFCR Director Accepts
Top Treasury Job

1993 by Warren and Flo Sinsheimer which pays three years of tuition
for an NYU law student of outstanding academic merit and leadership
potential. One of the scholarship’s stipulations is that the student must
demonstrate a strong commitment to public interest law and promise to
pursue such work in the United States for at least three years after law
school (or following a clerkship). Meade, who clerked for U.S.
Supreme Court Justice John Paul Stevens immediately after law school,
fulfilled his three year service requirement as a Skadden Fellow at the
ACLU where he advocated for the rights of legal immigrants.

Meade has maintained a close relationship with Sinsheimer, calling

him “a mentor and a friend” and lauding his charitable work on behalf
of poor children. Sinsheimer, in turn, who sat proudly in the audience
as Meade argued several of his Supreme Court cases, had high praise
for Meade: “Chris is a remarkable man. He has been a director of
Partnership for Children’s Rights for a number of years and we will miss
his counsel and advice. The entire Board joins me in wishing Chris well
in his new and important endeavor.”
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Please join us at Partnership for Children’s Rights
Partn ership for Children’s Righ ts’ 10th Anniversary Partnership Opportunities

10th Anniversary Celebration
y Presiding Partner $25,000  One table - Ten tickets

Luncheon Managing Partner ~ $10,000  One table - Ten tickets

Honoree Guest Speaker Senior Partner $5,000 One table - Ten tickets

. . Limited Partner $1,000 One ticket
Dr. MerrylTisch Dr. Leon Botstein Junior Partner $500 s

Tuesday, May 25, 2010

12:00 - 2:00PM RSVP by Friday, May 14
Addpress inquiries to Emily Sherwood

The Pierre Hotel at (212) 683-7999 ext. 250 (esherwood@pfcr.org)
Cotillion Room
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