


Third Sinsheimer Fellow Selected
When Scott Hechinger becomes
PFCR’s third Sinsheimer Children’s
Rights Fellow this fall, he’ll be fulfilling
a longtime goal of “giving a voice to
people who have less of an opportu-
nity to speak” as he advocates for
special needs children to receive a
free appropriate public education.

A magna cum laude graduate of Duke
University, Hechinger began his career
on Capitol Hill but, frustrated with the

post-Hurricane Katrina inertia, he moved quickly to the social
action arena: “I felt the need to be in the front lines, giving
back to causes I believed in,” he said with conviction. Having
founded and directed a multi-city social action network to
create events for young adults that would be social in nature
while raising money for charitable causes, he realized that law
school would put him in “the best position to help those less
fortunate,” and he is now completing his third year at NYU
School of Law.

Despite an intense workload, Hechinger has tackled issues
ranging from international humanitarian law to juvenile justice
(his thesis targets mandatory life-without-parole sentences for
juvenile offenders) while finding time to edit a public policy
journal and remain in the top ten percent of his class. “I see
the Sinsheimer Fellowship as a convergence of two important
issues – public education and direct representation – and I
relish the fact that I’ll be in a position to listen and learn from
individuals who deserve the best and to help them,” he
concluded passionately, leaving little doubt that he will be a
valuable asset to PFCR in the year ahead.

Saying that “at PFCR, we are in the
business of not only advocacy and
legal representation, but we also give

our clients hope,” PFCR president and founder Warren Sinsheimer
received the 2010 Diane Lipton Award for Outstanding Educational
Advocacy at the Council of Parent Attorneys and Advocates’ (COPAA)
annual meeting in St. Louis on March 13th. The Diane Lipton Award,
given to an individual who has made a particularly outstanding contri-
bution to protecting the educational and civil rights of children with
disabilities, is the highest honor that is bestowed by the 1100-member
COPAA, whose mission is to secure high quality educational services
for children with disabilities.

In his acceptance speech, which was followed by a standing ovation,
Sinsheimer remarked that he could think of no better way of closing the
achievement gap than by advocating for the right to a Free
Appropriate Public Education for low-income children with special
needs. He ended with a challenge to his audience: “If I can start a
non-profit organization at age 73 that now helps 1000 children each
year to look forward to a productive and independent adulthood, I bet
there are many of you who can do the same thing in your communi-
ties, or you may know of people who can help you in this quest. I
stand ready to help you start an organization just as I did 10 years
ago, to make your own communities a better place, child by child!”

Sinsheimer
Lauded For
Outstanding
Educational
Advocacy

COPAA Vice Chair Catherine Merino
Reisman presents Warren Sinsheimer
with 2010 Diane Lipton Award Scott Hechinger

PFCR’s loss was the Obama Administration’s
gain, as longtime PFCR board member
Christopher Meade resigned his directorship
last month, as required, to serve as Principal
Deputy General Counsel in the U.S.
Department of Treasury. Stating that “almost

everything that goes to the [Treasury] Secretary goes through the legal
department,” Meade will hold sway over matters ranging from domes-
tic finance to regulatory reform.

Influencing national policy is hardly new for Mr. Meade. Formerly a
partner at Wilmer Hale focusing on litigation, he has argued before the
U.S. Supreme Court four times over the past three terms, garnering him
an elite reputation among his colleagues as one of the youngest attor-
neys, at age 41, to have argued as many cases as he has before the
highest court in the land. A graduate of NYU Law School, where he
was Editor-in-Chief of the Law Review, Meade was the first recipient of
the Sinsheimer Service Scholarship, an annual scholarship created in

1993 by Warren and Flo Sinsheimer which pays three years of tuition
for an NYU law student of outstanding academic merit and leadership
potential. One of the scholarship’s stipulations is that the student must
demonstrate a strong commitment to public interest law and promise to
pursue such work in the United States for at least three years after law
school (or following a clerkship). Meade, who clerked for U.S.
Supreme Court Justice John Paul Stevens immediately after law school,
fulfilled his three year service requirement as a Skadden Fellow at the
ACLU where he advocated for the rights of legal immigrants.

Meade has maintained a close relationship with Sinsheimer, calling
him “a mentor and a friend” and lauding his charitable work on behalf
of poor children. Sinsheimer, in turn, who sat proudly in the audience
as Meade argued several of his Supreme Court cases, had high praise
for Meade: “Chris is a remarkable man. He has been a director of
Partnership for Children’s Rights for a number of years and we will miss
his counsel and advice. The entire Board joins me in wishing Chris well
in his new and important endeavor.”

Christopher Meade

Former PFCR Director Accepts
Top Treasury Job

Allison knew that her son, Jackson, was not developing normally, but
what she did not realize was that her struggle to find him an education
that would help him to thrive would be a trial worthy of Job. Although
he wasn’t evaluated for special education placement until third grade,
Jackson consistently behaved differently than his peers: he had diffi-
culty interacting with other youngsters and he disrupted his classroom
repeatedly with repetitive pacing behavior. The public school teachers
found the boy’s pacing to be distracting in the classroom, and because
he lacked social skills but was not aggressive by nature, he became a
target for bullies.

The Department of Education finally agreed to investigate Jackson’s
special education needs in third grade; after a cursory assessment, he
was classified emotionally disturbed and left to struggle in the same
general education classroom where he had repeatedly met with
failure. It was only after watching a television program about autism
that Allison realized that her son, who was then in fourth grade, might
fall within the autism spectrum. After searching online to find a place
that would provide a professional diagnosis of Jackson’s problems, she
secured a pro bono evaluation for him at a leading research and treat-
ment facility, where her suspicions were confirmed.

But Jackson’s problems with the schools had only gotten started. Now
armed with a diagnosis of autism, Allison requested a new IEP
(Individualized Education Program) meeting to arrange a more appro-
priate placement for her son. Yet the Committee on Special Education
exacerbated his problems by placing the boy in a class for emotionally
disturbed children, where he was subjected to even more intense bully-
ing. Finally, when he was subsequently placed in a class for children
who were mentally retarded and low-functioning, non-verbal autistic
(Jackson reads on grade level), Allison went to PFCR with a desperate
plea: was there any program that could educate her son appropriately
and enable him to thrive? Sinsheimer Children’s Rights Fellow Nelly
Ward accepted Jackson’s case, noting that it was “by far the most
egregious example I’ve seen of ignoring the problem and blaming the
parent, when the child had a manageable and well-known disability.”
Within weeks, Ms. Ward’s legal action resulted in a successful settle-
ment within the Department of Education, enabling Jackson to enroll in
a private school that is geared to high-functioning autistic students:
“His new classroom is totally ideal,” stated Ms. Ward enthusiastically.
In addition to excelling academically, “he’s made his first friend and
they are thick as thieves,” she added.

Ms. Ward is completing her fellowship year at PFCR on a roll. Next
year, she’s secured a clerkship for Magistrate Judge John C. Francis IV
in the Southern District of New York. “This year at PFCR has been grat-
ifying, interesting, and challenging,” she reflected. “Most importantly,
I’ve enjoyed doing work that has real meaning for people in their
daily lives.”
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From the
President

Through the Eyes of
our Clients:
Sinsheimer Fellow
Helps Student
with Autism

Making New York a better place child by child.

As they say in show business, I’ve
got some good news and some
bad news for you.

The good news is that our case-
loads are brimming with hopeful
clients like 19 year old Rasul, a new client who recently came
to us with a desperate plea for help. Despite passing the
state’s Regent’s Competency Test (RCT), which will allow him to
receive a modified high school diploma this June, the boy
reads at a third grade level. Social services director Janny
Huisman and special education attorney Sandra Weinglass
have wasted no time documenting Rasul’s need for remedial
tutoring, which could begin as early as the summer. Without it,
the boy’s reading level will disqualify him for college admis-
sion and leave him facing a dismal and illiterate future.

Our staff is bursting at the seams – 17 dedicated volunteers
are working side by side with our seven paid staff to meet
burgeoning client demand. To schedule our volunteers more
flexibly, we’ve recently established a wireless network in-house
that can accommodating multiple laptop use on days when our
offices are most crowded. We’ve just hired two exceptional
summer law interns, and you will read about our third
Sinsheimer fellow, Scott Hechinger, who will join us next fall.

The bad news is twofold. First, despite our best efforts, there is
still a large unmet demand for our legal services. The
Department of Education’s just-released graduation statistics
reveal that only one-quarter of special education students grad-
uated on time in 2009. Far too many students with disabilities
are leaving the New York City school system unprepared for
college, work, or a productive future, as poignantly illustrated
by our new client, Rasul.

Secondly, I’m sure I don’t have to tell you how tough times are
for nonprofits. Last month we received notice from New York’s
Interest on Lawyer Account Fund (IOLA), an organization that
has funded civil legal assistance organizations for low-income
New Yorkers since 1984, informing us that all grants were
being slashed by 70 percent due to historically low bank inter-
est rates. Foundation support has similarly been reduced due
to diminished assets. Of course we are not the only organiza-
tion to suffer this setback, and I assure you that we are
continuing to reap efficiencies in the way we do our work,
allowing us to make the most of limited dollars and provide the
same high quality service to our vulnerable clients.

I hope that you will support PFCR’s charitable mission of
protecting the rights of New York City’s special needs children
who are economically disadvantaged by attending our 10th
Anniversary Celebration Luncheon at The Pierre Hotel on
Tuesday, May 25! We could not have made it to this ten year
milestone without the many friends and colleagues who
believed in me a decade ago and helped PFCR to make New
York a better place, child by child!

Warren Sinsheimer

President



Honoree
Dr. Merryl Tisch

Please join us at
Partnership for Children’s Rights’

10th Anniversary Celebration
Luncheon

Tuesday, May 25, 2010
12:00 - 2:00PM RSVP by Friday, May 14

Address inquiries to Emily Sherwood 
at (212) 683-7999 ext. 250 (esherwood@pfcr.org)

Guest Speaker
Dr. Leon Botstein

�e Pierre Hotel
Cotillion Room

Two East 61st Street
New York City

Partnership for Children’s Rights
10th Anniversary Partnership Opportunities

“Making New York a better place, child by child.”

$25,000
$10,000
$5,000
$1,000
$500

One table - Ten tickets
One table - Ten tickets
One table - Ten tickets
One ticket
One ticket

Presiding Partner
Managing Partner
Senior Partner
Limited Partner
Junior Partner

PARTNERSHIP FOR
CHILDREN’S RIGHTS
271 MADISON AVENUE, 17TH FLOOR
NEW YORK, NY 10016

w w w . p f c r . o r g | 2 1 2 . 6 8 3 . 7 9 9 9

P F C R N e w s
news from PARTNERSHIP FOR CHILDREN’S RIGHTS

Making New York

a better place

child by child.

In this issue...

p 2

Meade Appointed
to Treasury
Department

p 3

Through the Eyes
of our Clients

Spring 2010

p 2

Sinsheimer Receives
COPAA Award

PFCR’s tenth anniversary luncheon, scheduled for
Tuesday, May 25th at 12 pm at The Pierre Hotel, will
feature an all-star line-up that includes Regents
Chancellor Merryl Tisch as honoree and Bard College
President Leon Botstein as guest speaker.

Merryl Tisch, who was elected Chancellor by the New
York State Board of Regents in April 2009 following
consecutive terms on the Board that began with her
1996 election, is an ardent supporter of high quality
education for all children and a champion of the rights
of children with special needs. Under her leadership,
the Regents are strengthening their commitment to
closing the achievement gap among demographic
groups through enhanced standards and accountability
measures, improving career and technical education,
and breaking down barriers for disabled students. She
has publicly avowed the need to improve graduation
rates for special needs children. A longtime supporter
of PFCR, Dr. Tisch is a well-deserved honoree for the
tenth anniversary celebration.

Leon Botstein, a riveting speaker who will talk about the
power of education to affect positive change, is a
leading advocate of progressive education. Under his
leadership, Bard College has enhanced its undergradu-
ate education by bringing leading artists and scholars
to the campus and creating scientific collaborations
with prominent academic institutions. In 2001, Dr.
Botstein collaborated with the New York City
Department of Education to create a four year alterna-
tive to traditional high school – The Bard High School
Early College – enabling highly motivated students to
progress in four years from ninth grade through the first
two years of college, earning their associate of arts
degree (A.A.) as well as a high school diploma. His
acclaimed book, entitled Jefferson’s Children: Education
and the Promise of American Culture, argues for a
national early college system while urging that
“American society has to be a vibrant, forward-looking
culture of possibility.”

Dr. Botstein’s innovative style is not limited to
high-achievers, though. The Bard Prison Initiative,
led by a recent Bard graduate, seeks to restore higher
education in New York State prisons. Through the
New Orleans initiative, Dr. Botstein has created
college preparatory courses in several of the city’s
disadvantaged public schools.

A consummate musician, Dr. Botstein is music director
and principal conductor of the American Symphony
Orchestra and more recently the Jerusalem Symphony
Orchestra’s music director. A 2009 recipient of the
Carnegie Corporation’s Academic Leadership Award,
Dr. Botstein will not fail to inspire the PFCR audience.

PFCR Tenth Anniversary Luncheon
to Honor Regents Chancellor Tisch
Bard President Botstein to Speak

Bard President Leon BotsteinRegents Chancellor Merryl Tisch


